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EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, MASS, LE 

SUBJECT: LEBANESE ARMS CONTROL 

REF: STATE 6146 AND FOLLOWING 

1 . WHEELER, ASSISTANT HEAD OF FCO NEAR EAST DEPARTMENT, 
BRIEFLY REVIEWED DISCUSSION ON LEBANESE ARMS CONTROL AT 
MEETING OF EC POLITICAL DIRECTORS IN LUXEMBOURG HELD 
JANUARY 19-20. PARTICULARLY SINCE THIS FIRST SUCH MEET- 
ING HELD IN LUXEMBOURG, HE ASKED THAT WE HOLD THIS CON- 
VERSATION CLOSELY. 

2. POLITICAL DIRECTORS DISCUSSED US PROPOSAL INCONCLU- 
SIVELY SINCE PECIPIENTS OF US APPROACH HAD NOT YET 
REACHED A CONSIDERED VIEW AND OTHER MEMBERS OF EC WERE 
UNPREPARED. CONSENSUS WAS, IF WE CAN DO SOMETHING CON- 
STRUCTIVE, WE SHOULD. HOWEVER, THERE WAS A FAIR DEGREE 
OF CAUTION. THE DIRECTORS THOUGHT FOLLOWING ASPECTS 
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A) IF CONCERTED MOVE HAD REAL EFFECT, WOULD IT 
SIMPLY LEAD TO UNBALANCED SITUATION DISADVAN- 
TAGEOUS TO THE CHRISTIANS?; 

B ) IF STATEMENT WERE ISSUED AND FOLLOWED UP 
VIS-A-VIS THE SYRIANS, MIGHT NOT THE LATTER 
REQUEST SIXTH FLEET TO BLOCK DELIVERIES TO 
CHRISTIANS?; AND 

C) NOT ALL REPS OF EC COUNTRIES FELT THEY COULD 
EFFECTIVELY CONTROL ALL DEALS ORIGINATING 
WITH THEIR OWN NATIONALS. 

3. IT WAS FELT THAT IT WOULD TAKE A LONG TIME TO TIGHTEN 
UP ARMS CONTROL PROCEDURES SUCH AS LICENSING, BUT THAT A 
PUBLIC DECLARATION MIGHT HAVE MORE IMMEDIATE CONSTRUCTIVE 
POLITICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECT. 

4. WHEELER EXPECTED THE EC MIDDLE EAST EXPERTS WOULD 
LOOK AT THE PROBLEM AT THEIR JANUARY 28 MEETING, BUT THAT 
MEANWHILE HMG WOULD CONTINUE TO CONSIDER STEPS TO PUSH ON 
BEFORE THEN TOWARD SOME FORM OF ACTION. 
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